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The Society of the War of 1812
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Invites you to Attend the 2022 Annual Meeting of
the General Society of the War of 1812.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Thursday, August 4 - Sunday, August 7, 2022
The Pennsylvania Society looks forward to hosting you and your family
for the General Society’s Annual Meeting featuring special tours,
speakers, and the banquet!

Key Information
Following is the key information for the 2022 Annual Meeting. The following pages 2 and 3 have more detailed
information about the historical sites and museums that we look forward to touring during the Annual Meeting
Weekend.
Official Annual Meeting Hotel: Philadelphia Marriott Old City, 1 Dock Street, Philadelphia, PA, 19106.
215-238-6628, Special 1812 Room Rate: $189 per night.
Key Event 1 - Private Tour of the Museum of the American Revolution: Friday, August 5, 9:15 AM; We will
meet at the main entrance of the Museum at 2nd &
Chestnut Streets with the tour beginning at 9:30 AM.

Key Event 3 - 2022 Guest Speaker and Annual Business Meeting: Saturday, August 6, 10 AM, Marriott
Hotel, Historical Interpreter Ronald Duquette will
speak as Treasury Secretary and 1812 Peace Commissioner Albert Gallatin, business meeting to follow.

Key Event 2 - Private Tour of Independence Hall:
Friday, August 5, 3 PM; We will meet at the Liberty
Bell Building, 5th and Chestnut Streets at 3 PM in order to go through the security screening, we will then
take a series of group photos in front of Independence
Hall, with the private tour beginning at 4 PM.

Key Event 4 - Banquet: Saturday, August 6, 5 PM, First
City Troop Armory, 22 South 23rd Street, Philadelphia,
19103; A private tour of the Troop’s recently re-opened
museum will be offered at 5 PM; the Cocktail Hour begins at 6 PM; Banquet Dinner at 7 PM; Black Tie with
Decorations.

Detailed Information
Hotel Information

in the history of our Society. It is our hope that we will briefly
convene the 2022 meeting of the General Society while in this
historic room in honor and remembrance of our 1812 veteran
ancestors.

Philadelphia Old City Marriott, 1 Dock Street, Philadelphia:
Old City Philadelphia is considered the Independence Hall
neighborhood of the city, located near I-95 and the Delaware
River. Dock Street is one of the few curving/diagonal streets
in the otherwise grid street plan. Let us know if you are arriving by car, Amtrak, or via the airport and we’ll provide you
with the easiest way to navigate to the hotel.

A professional photographer will be with us for this tour to
take group photos of Society members (and some individual
photos for your Instagram and Facebook pages) in front of
the Liberty Bell and Independence Hall.
Although primarily associated with the American Revolution
(“The First War of Independence with Great Britain”), Independence Hall also has many associations with the War of
1812 (“The Second War of Independence with Great Britain.”)
Our National Park Ranger guides have informed us that they
will be highlighting these 1812 associations during our tour,
including all of the notable historical figures from the War
who spent time in Independence Hall, from the reading of
the proclamation of the War in the State House Yard, to the
drilling of Troops in the Yard, to the reading of the Treaty of
Ghent.

The hotel offers parking and there are also slightly less expensive parking options nearby. Most of the historical sites
we will be visiting an easy (flat) walk from the hotel. The
Marriott is approximately 2 blocks from Independence Hall.
Parking in Center City Philadelphia is always challenging and
expensive, so if you plan to head off for shopping, a meal, or a
museum on your own, take an Uber or the subway or walk!
Hotel Reservations: A direct website link was emailed to everyone a while ago and that is the easiest way to secure your
special rate room. If you need that link (it will be so much
easier to email it to you so you have it electronically and don’t
have to try to re-type it), we’re happy to do so: email us at:
warof1812pa@gmail.com

While you might have visited Independence Hall in the past,
we assure you that this visit will be one that you remember
for years to come.

If you are telephoning the hotel directly at 215-238-6000, or
the national Marriott reservation line at 888-236-2427, please
be sure to reference that you want the Special Society of the
War of 1812 rate. The code in their computer system for this
is #29144 and the special rate is $189 per night. The savings
from the special rate are significant, so please do not miss out
on this discount!

Special Private Group Tour of the Museum of the American Revolution. The Director and Staff of the Museum of
the American Revolution have invited 1812 Members for a
private tour of this special museum focusing on the founding
of our nation. This relatively new museum opened in 2017
and offers exhibitions featuring several thousand objects, artworks, sculptures, weapons, and archival manuscripts. The
Museum offers remarkable historical insights into the founding of our nation and our conflicts with Great Britain through
state-of-the-art displays and exhibitions. While focusing on
the “First War of Independence,” the Museum certainly addresses many of the issues that would later be resolved in the
“Second War of Independence.” This Museum is a “must see”
for all 1812 Members interested in American history.

Special Private Tours
Special Private Group Tour Independence Hall, Congress
Hall and the Liberty Bell. Independence National Historical
Park Superintendent Cynthia MacLeod has cordially invited
Members of the Society of the War of 1812 to take part in a
private tour of three of America’s most historic landmarks: Independence Hall, Congress Hall, and the Liberty Bell. While
many 1812 Members have likely visited the Liberty Bell and
Independence Hall, it is unlikely that you have been treated
to a private tour guided by a team of top National Park Rangers assigned to us for our visit. Visitors who think they are
familiar with these great American icons will be amazed by
the new information that they will learn.

additional Tours
Philadelphia and the War of 1812. Philadelphia provides
visitors with one of the most remarkable assemblages of historic institutions, museums, and historic sites of any city in
America. We will try to include as many visits to these sites
as possible between Thursday afternoon and Saturday afternoon. These tours highlight several Philadelphia historic
sites with connections to the War of 1812. A number of these
are slightly “off the beaten tourist trail,” and might provide
1812 Members with insights into historic Philadelphia “beyond the Bell.” Most are conveniently located within an easy
5-minute walk of the Marriott hotel.

A highlight of this tour will be the visit to the second floor
of Independence Hall (closed to the general public for years)
where, on January 9, 1854, the Honorable Joel Barlow Sutherland, Judge and retired U.S. Congressman, gaveled to order
one of the largest assemblages of War of 1812 veterans ever
gathered together, and which resulted an important moment
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cier Stephen Girard was a major shareholder in the Second
Bank of the United States. We hope to take the “War of 1812”
Tour of the Gallery.

Carpenter’s Hall served as the meeting place for the First
Continental Congress in 1774. It also served as the location for
our Society’s meeting in 1895. This notable Georgian building
also served as a meeting place for the American Philosophical Society, the Library Company, the Franklin Institute, the
First and Second Banks of the United States and today continues to serve as the meeting place for the Carpenter’s Company, the oldest craft guild in the nation.

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. Founded in 1805,
the Academy is America’s oldest art museum and art school.
We will pay a brief visit to the Museum in order to see Thomas Birch’s monumental painting “Perry’s Victory on Lake
Erie.” Painted in 1814 not long after the battle, this painting
became one of the most viewed artworks in America at the
time. Thomas Birch painted one of the most well-known series of painting depicting naval battle from the War of 1812, of
which this painting is the most well-known.

The American Philosophical Society Museum and Library.
Founded by Benjamin Franklin in 1743, the American Philosophical Society is America’s oldest learned institution. The
Society’s Museum is located literally right behind Independence Hall and its exhibitions feature historical and scientific
artifacts dating. The Lewis and Clark diaries and journals are
among the Society’s collection highlights. The Society hopes
to share with us some of its artifacts and manuscripts associated with the War of 1812.

The Shot Tower. Located at Front and Carpenter Streets,
the Shot Tower is one of the few surviving munitions factories from the War of 1812. Built in 1808, the 142-foot tower
was constructed to produce lead shot after the 1807 embargo
forbade the importation of lead shot. Molten lead at the top
of the tower was pour through a sieve, forming droplets that
became spherical by the time they reached a pool at the bottom of the tower.

Dolley Todd House. Before she reigned as the social leader
of Washington, D.C., and before she rose to fame as the savior of many White House artifacts before the British invasion,
this Walnut Street row house served as the home of Dolley
Madison. The house features furnishings from the period of
Dolley’s residency and offers a wonderful view of social tastes
of this trend-setting hostess.

Betsy Ross House. Although known primarily for her sewing of the first Stars and Stripes American flag, Betsy Ross
also created hundreds of flags for U.S. garrisons that were
used during the War of 1812. On the way to the Betsy Ross
House, we’ll pass the location of the Walnut Street home
of the Young family. It was here that another colonial flagmaker, Rebecca Young, taught her daughter the art and craft
of flag-making. Philadelphia-born Mary Young Pickersgill
would later put this knowledge and skill to good use, earning
her place in American history by sewing the American flag
that flew over Fort McHenry and became known as the Star
Spangled Banner.

The Athenaeum of Philadelphia. Founded in 1814, the Athenaeum is private research archive and library with a major
focus on architectural drawings and interior design. The
Athenaeum’s landmark building on Washington Square offers one of the finest 19th century interiors in Philadelphia. A
highlight of these extensive museum and archival collections
are the original drawings for the U.S. Capitol dome designed
by Thomas Ustick Walter.

City Tavern. One of the city’s important social gathering
spots during Revolutionary and early 19th century times,
City Tavern also served as a popular recruiting post for War
of 1812 militia regiments and provided refreshment for 1812
troops drilling on the nearby State House Yard behind Independence Hall. We’ll briefly pause here to honor and remember William Henry Harrison who was living nearby in 1791
with Revolutionary financier Robert Morris when Harrison
decided to give up medical school for service in the army,
which would in turn give rise to second career in politics, culminating with his election as President.

Girard College. Banker, philanthropist, and merchant sailor
Stephen Girard was America’s first millionaire and Girard’s
Bank was a principal source of government credit during the
War of 1812. By the end of the war, Girard had placed nearly
all of his private banking resources at the disposal of the U.S.
government and underwrote up to 95 percent of all war loan
issue, allowing the United States to successfully carry on the
war. Founders Hall at Girard College is one of the finest examples of Greek Revival architecture in America and houses
the Girard Museum and Archive. During our visit we hope
to see Girard’s War of 1812 loan book and other 1812-related
manuscripts.

Independence Seaport Museum. Shipping and maritime activities have been major industries in Philadelphia since its
founding. The United States Navy was founded in Philadelphia (and the Society of the War of 1812 will help the Navy
celebrate the Navy’s 250th anniversary in 2025) and many
defense related industries and activities were born here. The
Independence Seaport Museum tells the stories that contributed to Philadelphia’s robust sea-going history. The Museum
has several War of 1812 artifacts that we will visit.

Second Bank of the United States. Today this remarkable
Greek Revival building houses the U.S. Portrait Gallery featuring the “People of Independence” exhibit. The Portrait
Gallery’s primary collections include painted portraits by
artist noted American artist Charles Willson Peale. Many of
these portraits were featured in Peale’s Museum located on
the second floor of Independence Hall. During the War of
1812, the patriotic fervor of the war made Peale’s Museum one
of the most visited museums in America. War of 1812 finan3

Registration Details
The registration fee of $295 per person includes the black tie banquet at the First City Troop Armory, admission to all of the
tour sites, including the private tours of Independence Hall and the Museum of the American Revolution, the Dolley Madison
Ice Cream Social (featuring Bassett’s Ice Cream, America’s oldest ice cream maker), the Philadelphia Beer Sampler evening,
and commemorative publications.
- Checks should be made out to “Society of the War of 1812 – PA” and can be mailed along with the completed registration form to: Richard Sperry, Secretary PA, P.O. Box 861, Ambler, PA 19002.
- Once your registration is received, we will confirm your registration by phone/email and request some information about
meal selection preferences and information about your stay that will help us refine our tour schedule.
- Our Philadelphia Concierge Team, which stands ready to answer each and every question concerning your stay, can be
reached via email at warof1812pa@gmail.com
- If you would like to register electronically via email, please send a short email to warof1812pa@gmail.com and we will
forward the instructions.
We look forward to seeing you in Philadelphia!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Registration FORM
Please cut and return this section with check.

Name_________________________________________________________________Guest(s)_____________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email__________________________________________________________________Cell Phone__________________________________________________
State Society of which you are a member__________________________________________________________________________________________
Projected arrival date and time in Philadelphia____________________________________________________________________________________
Total # of Guests__________________@ $295 per Person (Dinners & Events) Total $____________________________________________

Checks should be made out to “Society of the War of 1812 – PA” and can be mailed along with the completed registration
form to: Richard Sperry, Secretary PA, P.O. Box 861, Ambler, PA 19002.
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